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Our Vision, Values and Guiding Principles 
  

Our School motto: "Including all learners achieving their best” 
 

 At Halley we see ourselves as all learners  
and what we want for all our children is what we want for everyone. 

 
 

 Learning for all 
Challenge for all 
Respect for all 
Support for all 

Effective Learning Characteristics: 
CONFIDENT | INDEPENDENT | AMBITIOUS | CREATIVE | RESILIENT | HEALTHY 

Teaching         
and                   

Learning 
 High Expectations 

 Mastery & Depth 

 Enquiry  

 Skills based 

 Collaborative 

learning 

 High Quality Partner 

Talk  

 Outdoor Learning 

Experiences 

 Peer Assessment  

 

Curriculum 
 English through 

high-quality talk & 

drama 

 Shared & Social 

Reading Approach 

 Maths Mastery 

 Science Enquiry  

 Skills based 

computing 

 Creative Arts - 

Appreciation  

 Active - Physical 

Education 

Pupils’ 
Attitudes and  

Behaviours 
 We work together 

 We explore  

 We ask questions 

 We solve problems 

 We try new things 

 We learn from our 

mistakes 

 We have our own 

ideas 

 We listen 

 We care 

 We never give up 

 We aim high 
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Introduction 
 

 

DfE Guidance January 2021  

 

On 4 January 2021, the Prime Minister announced a new national lockdown.  

 

During the lockdown, schools, and colleges should only allow vulnerable children and young 

people and the children of critical workers to attend school. All other school and college 

children and young people will learn remotely until at least the February half term.  

 

Early years providers should stay open and allow children to attend their normal timetabled 

hours. This includes early years registered nurseries and childminders, maintained nursery 

schools, nursery classes in schools and other pre-reception provision on school sites. If a child 

is in reception, they should only attend education or childcare if they are a vulnerable child 

or at least one parent or carer is a critical worker.  

 

The DfE states that receiving face-to-face education is best for children’s mental health and 

educational achievement. Restrictions for schools and colleges will be kept under review so 

that children and young people can get back to school and college as soon as possible. 

 

Limiting attendance does not suggest schools and colleges are significantly less safe places. 

Instead, given rapidly rising numbers of cases across the country and intense pressure on the 

NHS, the government is acting to reduce the number of contacts we all have with people in 

other households. This is a response to the intense pressure on the NHS, but that pressure is 

not driven by children. Paediatrics across the UK are not seeing significant pressure from 

coronavirus (COVID-19). The new variant appears to affect all ages, but no changes have been 

seen in the severity among any age groups, including children and young people. The majority 

of children and young people have no symptoms or very mild illness only.  
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To continue to manage the risks, nurseries, childminders, schools, and colleges have been 

asked to keep in place the range of protective measures that they have been using throughout 

the autumn term.  

 

 

NOTE:  

We are open for Nursery children, vulnerable children and children of critical workers. 

Attendance must be confirmed with the office in advance to ensure we have staff in place. 

Provision is subject to adequate staff being available to manage the onsite provision. 
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Information for Parents/Carers 
 
 

The information in this guide is intended to provide clarity and transparency to pupils and 

parents or carers about what to expect from remote education where national or local 

restrictions require entire cohorts (or bubbles) to remain at home.  

 

For details of what to expect where individual pupils are self-isolating, please see the final 

section. 

 

 

What will happen on the first couple of days of moving to 
remote learning for my child? 
 

All parents will be welcomed to an online parent class meeting with their child’s class teacher.  

 

The aim of the session will be to share:  

 

 Reasons for moving to remote learning 

 What will happen now? 

 Expectations  

 Timetable  

 Resources  

 How parents can keep in touch with the school 

 How parents can best support their child 

 How parents can best support class teacher  

 Safeguarding and GDPR protocols and restrictions 
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What should my child expect from immediate remote 
education on the first day?  
 

During the first few days, your child will be sent an electronic timetable of the remote learning 

offer. On their first day of live lessons you will be sent an email invite for your child to login 

into their Teams classroom to meet with their class teacher. These sessions will be dedicated 

to reviewing expectations, dealing with technical issues and discussing the timetable of 

learning.  Classes will then move to their learning timetables.  Pupils in our younger year 

groups will received a range of physical resources, either through the post or via collection, 

to support with teacher-lead live lessons. 

 

 

The remote curriculum: what is taught to pupils at home? 
 

At Halley we will teach the 

planned curriculum, wherever 

possible and appropriate.  

The focus of live lessons will be on 

teaching key fundamental skills 

and practice of reading, writing 

and maths so that children can 

access the wider curriculum. An 

overview of each year group’s 

termly curriculum is accessible via 

class curriculum leaflets 

(pictured), available on the 

School website along with each 

class’s timetable. 

  

https://www.halley.towerhamlets.sch.uk/
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How long can I expect work set by the school to take my 
child each day? 
 

We expect that remote education (including remote teaching and independent work) will 

take pupils approximately between 3-4 hours each day to complete. 

 

Pupils in our Nursery will have one live lesson daily and Reception pupils (EYFS) will have two 

sessions daily - lasting between 20-30 minutes. Pupils will also have a small group session, 

three times per week, linked to an area of personalised learning, e.g. funky finger, phonics 

etc. 

 

 

Pupils in Key Stage One (Years 1 and 2) and Key Stage Two (Years 3, 4, 5 and 6) will receive 

live lessons, lasting between 30-60 minutes, three times a day - together with follow-on 

activities and access to third party provision, such as MyOn (reading) and Timetables 

Rockstars (maths). 
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In addition, we will be providing a range of planned interventions identified from the previous 

term for some pupils.  These will take place three times a week and will not clash with current 

class timetable of live teaching.  

 

Timetables are updated weekly, and learning grids are updated half-termly or when 

necessary. 
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Accessing Remote Education 
 

How will my child access any online remote education you 
are providing? 
 

Each child has been provided with their own personal login to Teams (remote learning 

platform), MyOn (online reading platform) and Times Table Rock Stars. Parents will need to 

download the Teams App onto their child’s devices. 

 

 

If my child does not have digital or online access at 
home, how will you support them to access remote 
education? 
 

We recognise that some pupils may not have suitable online access at home. We take the 

following approaches to support these pupils: 

 

 Where possible we will try to lend your child a laptop, Chromebook or tablet. We also 

have a small supply of dongles and access to SIMs data cards which we are able to 

provide on loan to support with Wi-Fi access.  

 

 Our School Inclusion and Welfare Officer will be your first port of call for assistance 

and support with sourcing digital access at home. We have also set up a remote/home 

learning technology helpline email so that, if issues arise, they can be addressed 

promptly: 

 

Remote Learning Technology Support email: tech@halley.towerhamlets.sch.uk 

 

 For younger year groups, the School will continue to provide physical resources, such 

as reading books, high frequency words, phonics mats.  

 

file:///C:/Users/sthompson/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/6BXRC3VO/tech@halley.towerhamlets.sch.uk


Providing Remote Education 

12 
 

 Staff will continue to make regular telephone calls to discuss engagement and support 

about your child’s learning at home. But parents and carers are also able to contact 

teachers directly with any learning concerns via the following class emails. 

 

Teachers    Email address   

Mrs Fateha Begum  Nursery@halley.towerhamlets.sch.uk  

Mrs Helen Towns Reception@halley.towerhamlets.sch.uk  

Ms Louisa Azzopardi Year1@halley.towerhamlets.sch.uk  

Mr Niko Harris  Year2@halley.towerhamlets.sch.uk   

Mr Rhewan Ahmed Year3@halley.towerhamlets.sch.uk  

Mrs Arti Gandecha & Mrs Jacqui Clare Year4@halley.towerhamlets.sch.uk  

Mrs Sharon Meredith-Ford  Year5@halley.towerhamlets.sch.uk  

Mr Shamil Ahmed  Year6@halley.towerhamlets.sch.uk  

All other enquiries send to admin@halley.towerhamlets.sch.uk   

Safety worries or concerns:  safeguarding@halley.towerhamlets.sch.uk   

 
 

How will my child be taught remotely? 
 

At Halley we will use a combination of approaches to teach children remotely, providing a 

number of online and offline activities.  

 

All live teaching lessons will focus on daily English and maths and, across the week, children 

will have a range of lessons linked to the wider curriculum, e.g. humanities, science, music, 

computing, PHSE and PE.  

 

For EYFS all daily live teaching will focus on early reading; phonics and high frequency words; 

emerging writing, sentence building and fine motor skills; early maths, early number 

recognition and mathematical language.  

 

mailto:Nursery@halley.towerhamlets.sch.uk
mailto:Reception@halley.towerhamlets.sch.uk
mailto:Year1@halley.towerhamlets.sch.uk
mailto:Year2@halley.towerhamlets.sch.uk
mailto:Year3@halley.towerhamlets.sch.uk
mailto:Year4@halley.towerhamlets.sch.uk
mailto:Year5@halley.towerhamlets.sch.uk
mailto:Year6@halley.towerhamlets.sch.uk
mailto:admin@halley.towerhamlets.sch.uk
mailto:safeguarding@halley.towerhamlets.sch.uk
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All live lessons will be recorded by the class teacher so that pupils can access them at a later 

time if they are not able to attend the lesson. If your child is unable to attend a live lesson 

please make sure you let the class teacher know and they can direct you to where you can 

access offline learning for that day. 

 

The focus of all teaching across the School will be on retrieval and revision of previous learning 

which new learning can be built upon. All subject leaders in the School have supplemented 

each class’s curriculum with external resources such as White Rose, BBC Bitesize and Oak 

National Academy.  

 

Our offline learning may be linked to a taught lesson - for example pupils may be asked to 

read a passage from a book or complete a mind map before the lesson with their class 

teacher.  

 

For each phase (Foundation Stage, Key Stage 1, Lower Key Stage 2 and Upper Key Stage 2) a 

learning grid will be created, with a range of activities - both on and offline - linked to the 

wider curriculum. 

 

Every Friday, there will be a collective wellbeing focus and a range of activities.  
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Engagement and Feedback 
 

What are your expectations for my child’s engagement 

and the support that we, as parents and carers, should 
provide at home? 
 

What we expect from your child: 
 

 We expect all children to engage with remote education by attending live lessons 

and completing the activities, tasks and assignments set for them each day. 

 We expect all children to arrive a few minutes early to each live lesson, making sure 

their device is charged and ready. 

 We expect all children to be fully and appropriately dressed, wearing school T-shirt 

or jumper for joining live lessons. 

 We expect all children to treat their online classroom as they would their normal 

classroom, e.g. using appropriate language and behaviour. 

 

Pupils 
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What we ask from parents and carers: 
 

 To support your child/ren at home with accessing their Teams classroom and 

completing the work set by the class teacher. 

 At the start of each live lesson to remain in the same room. 

 At the start of first lessons parents/carers to give a wave/say a quick (silent) ‘hello’. 

 To make sure your child has logged off correctly at the end of the lesson. 

 Ensure screenshots, photos or recordings of lessons are not made. 

 

 

Guidance for parents and pupils to support remote 
teaching and live lessons 

 
Parents 

 

 

How will you check whether my child is engaging with their 
work and how will I be informed if there are concerns? 
 

A register of attendance will be taken at the start of the school day during the first live lesson 

- and the School will telephone you if your child has not attended. 
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Class teachers will keep an engagement tracker to monitor weekly how well pupils are 

participating and engaging with both online and offline tasks. Any concerns will be noted and 

phone calls made home to identify any issues.    

 

 

How will you assess my child’s work and progress? 
 

Feedback can take many forms and may not always mean extensive written comments for 

individual children. For example, whole-class feedback or quizzes marked automatically via 

digital platforms are also valid and effective methods, amongst many others. Our approach 

to feedback on pupil work and contribution is as follows:  

 

 Live lesson feedback sessions – these lessons are an invaluable part of our provision. 

They enable purposeful interactions between class teachers and their pupils, provide 

support with identifying areas of difficulty and provide opportunities for immediate 

face to face feedback. After each live lesson, where an independent follow-on task is 

set, class teachers will stay online so that children can drop-in and out to seek further 

guidance or support.  

 Children are encouraged to use the chat function or one-to-one channels to discuss 

learning or areas they find difficult teachers will be able to address these gaps or 

misconceptions in learning. 

 During lessons or at the start of piece of work, children will be provided with a success 

criteria to support them with key skills. There will be opportunities across the week to 

practice and revise. This will not only independently support your children but also 

help your child to self-assess and reflect on how well they are achieving.  

 All work submitted will be acknowledge and key pieces will receive feedback to 

support improvement, or a consolidation task, or a challenge task in order to deepen 

the learning.   

 All pupils will receive weekly feedback[ST1]. 
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Additional support for pupils with particular 
needs 

 

 

 

How will you work with me to help my child who needs 
additional support from adults at home to access 
remote education? 
 

We recognise that some pupils, for example identified pupils with special educational needs 

and or disabilities (SEND), may not be able to access remote education without support from 

adults at home. We acknowledge the difficulties this may place on families, and we will work 

with parents and carers to support those children in a range of ways, such as in school 

provision, personalised timetables and intervention sessions with a class teaching assistant. 

Where possible we will replicate the learning support and interventions that children receive 

in school.  

 

All class teachers are supported by the SENCo and a speech and language therapist to 

differentiate tasks to meet individual complex needs. Your child may also be provided with 

additional physical resources to support them with accessing their remote learning.  
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Remote education for self-isolating pupils 
  

 

 

 

Where individual children need to self-isolate, but the majority of their peer group remains 

in School, how remote education is provided will probably differ from the approach used in 

class. This is due to the challenges of teaching children both at home and in School.  

 

 

If my child is not in school because they are self-
isolating, how will their remote education differ from 
the approaches described above?  
 

In the event that an individual child has to self-isolate or shield due to COVID-19, children will 

continue to access learning as outlined above.  Their timetable will, as much as possible, link 

to their class’s current curriculum and the learning taking place in School. 

 

All lessons and resources will be uploaded each Friday for the following week, so that children 

can log on to their Teams classroom and access their learning. We will also make greater use 

of a number of ready-prepared high quality physical materials as well as drawing more heavily 

on the Oak National Academy and White Rose online resources. 
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Workbooks, textbooks, reading books, ten frames, counters, bead strings, play dough and 

pegs etc. will either be given out on the day the child is sent home or can be collected from 

the School Office on the first day of remote education. These resources are age appropriate 

and support the key learning objectives from your child’s year group. Your child should be 

able to work through these with minimal adult support. 

 

 

 

Staff will make contact weekly and check in on their learning, progress and well-being. 
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Safeguarding  
 

Children who are off-site will be in daily contact with their teachers via live lessons and the 

School’s remote learning platform. If there are issues around engagement and contact, staff 

will be in touch with families and children regarding their attendance, participation and 

engagement. If School has serious concerns, a home visit may be undertaken. 

 
Keeping your child safe online 
 

It is important to have regular conversations about staying safe online and to encourage your 

children to speak to you if they have come across something worrying online.  

 

Below are some links and resources to support you and help keep your child/ren safe online. 

They will support you to talk to your child about a range of online safety issues, set up home 

filters in a child friendly way and set up age-appropriate parental controls – please don’t 

forget, our tech team can also help you here too. 

 

 Think know by the National Crime Agency - Child Exploitation and Online Protection 

command (NCA-CEOP) provides resources for parents, carers and children of all ages 

to help keep children safe online. 

 Internet Matters provides support for parents and carers to help keep children safe 

online. Get expert support and practical tips to help children benefit from connected 

technology and the internet safely and smartly. 

 Childnet has developed guidance for parents and carers to begin a conversation about 

online safety, as well as guidance on keeping under-fives safe online. 

 Parent Info is a collaboration between Parent Zone and NCA-CEOP, providing support 

and guidance for parents and carers related to the digital world from leading experts 

and organisations. 

 National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children (NSPCC) has guidance for 

parents and carers to help keep children safe online. 

 

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.internetmatters.org/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIktuA5LWK2wIVRYXVCh2afg2aEAAYASAAEgIJ5vD_BwE
https://www.childnet.com/
https://www.childnet.com/parents-and-carers
https://www.childnet.com/resources/keeping-under-fives-safe-online
https://parentinfo.org/
https://parentzone.org.uk/
https://www.nationalcrimeagency.gov.uk/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/
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 UK Safer Internet Centre provides tips, advice and videos for parents and carers to 

keep children safe online - you can also report any harmful content found online 

through the UK Safer Internet Centre. 

 LGFL has pulled together a range of resources, advice and videos for parents and 

carers to keep children of all ages safe online.  

 

Please familiarise yourself with our acceptable user guides for each of our year groups:  EYFS 

AUP,   KS1 AUP and KS2 AUP. Teachers will refer to these to ensure our children become more 

confident with keeping themselves safe online.  

 

 

 

 

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/hotline
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/hotline
https://www.lgfl.net/default.aspx
https://www.halley.towerhamlets.sch.uk/files/policies/90/EYFS%20Acceptable%20Use%20Policy%20for%20Pupils.pdf
https://www.halley.towerhamlets.sch.uk/files/policies/90/EYFS%20Acceptable%20Use%20Policy%20for%20Pupils.pdf
https://www.halley.towerhamlets.sch.uk/files/policies/86/KS1%20Acceptable%20Use%20Policy%20for%20Pupils.pdf
https://www.halley.towerhamlets.sch.uk/files/policies/87/KS2%20Acceptable%20Use%20Policy%20for%20Pupils.pdf

